To:  9th Grade Student and Parent/Guardian
From:  Dr. Debbie Albright, Assistant Principal 

October 6, 2009

There have been some changes in FCAT testing that will affect this year’s 9th grade students.  This school year is the last year students will be tested using the version of FCAT based on the original Florida Sunshine State Standards.  Beginning next year, Florida will begin the transition to the new FCAT-2 which will test students on the State’s newest standards, the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.  

Students who entered 9th grade in 2009 will be taking a different set of tests in 10th grade than their predecessors took.  This is particularly important because students must pass 10th grade FCAT Reading and Mathematics as a graduation requirement.  This year’s 9th grade students will be the first group of students who will take the new 10th grade FCAT-2 Reading assessment in 2011 to meet the FCAT reading graduation requirement.  They will also take an alternate math exam in 2011 to meet the math portion of the graduation requirement.  
Although the tests will be different, the passing standards to meet the graduation requirement will be the same.  Passing scores on the new tests in reading and math will be equivalent to a scale score of 300, the same as it is for current 10th grade students.  Students who do not pass either section of the FCAT during their 10th grade year will continue to have opportunities to meet the assessment requirement for high school graduation by taking future FCAT Retake tests or by submitting a concordant score on the ACT or SAT after three FCAT administrations.  The passing standard for these other options will be equivalent to the present required scores.
Teachers are currently instructing students using the new Florida standards.  For detailed information about the reading standards with sample test items, you can go to http://fcat.fldoe.org/pdf/specifications/ReadingGrades9-10.pdf .  The 2011 math exam for 10th grade will be similar to the released 10th grade FCAT at http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatrelease.asp.  Like the current Math Retake exam, however, it will have all multiple choice items.] 
Ninth grade students will see no changes in FCAT testing this year.  Chances are they will not notice any changes in their testing next year.  It is our intention to let you know that the Florida Department of Education has made changes in the FCAT that will go into effect next year.  Since these changes will occur during the important 10th grade year, it is important for you to be aware of them.  If you have any questions about FCAT testing, please contact your student’s guidance counselor:
1. Mrs. Minton (A - Go) x2003

2. Ms. Lawston (Gr – O) x2004

3. Mrs. Broyles (P – Z) x2005

4. Mrs. Felgar (ESE) x2001

5. Mr. Donovan (Collegiate High School) x2007

